
Fact Sheet 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Employee Benefits Security Administration  

Women’s Health and Cancer Rights Act 

The Women’s Health and Cancer Rights Act of 1998 (WHCRA) provides protections for 
individuals who elect breast reconstruction after a mastectomy.  Under WHCRA, group health 
plans offering mastectomy coverage must provide coverage for certain services relating to the 
mastectomy, in a manner determined in consultation with the attending physician and the 
patient.   

The required coverage includes:  

• All stages of reconstruction of the breast on which the mastectomy was performed;  

• Surgery and reconstruction of the other breast to produce a symmetrical appearance; 

• Prostheses; and  

• Treatment of physical complications of the mastectomy, including lymphedema.   

Under WHCRA, mastectomy benefits may be subject to annual deductibles and coinsurance 
consistent with those established for other benefits under the plan or coverage.  

Group health plans, health insurance companies and HMOs covered by the law must provide 
written notification to individuals of the coverage required by WHCRA upon enrollment and 
annually thereafter.  

Additional consumer information on WHCRA is available in the publication Your Rights After 
A Mastectomy. 

Information for group health plans and employers on WHCRA and other health benefit law 
requirements is available in the publication Compliance Assistance Guide – Health Benefits 
Coverage Under Federal Law. 

This fact sheet has been developed by the U.S. Department of Labor, Employee Benefits Security 
Administration, Washington, DC 20210. It will be made available in alternate formats upon request: Voice 
telephone: 202-693-8664; TTY: 202-501-3911. In addition, the information in this fact sheet constitutes a 
small entity compliance guide for purposes of the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of 
1996. 

https://www.dol.gov/sites/default/files/ebsa/about-ebsa/our-activities/resource-center/publications/your-rights-after-a-mastectomy.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/default/files/ebsa/about-ebsa/our-activities/resource-center/publications/your-rights-after-a-mastectomy.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/default/files/ebsa/about-ebsa/our-activities/resource-center/publications/compliance-assistance-guide.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/default/files/ebsa/about-ebsa/our-activities/resource-center/publications/compliance-assistance-guide.pdf



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		WHCRA fact sheet links fixed version 2019 (002).pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 1


		Passed manually: 1


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


